
 

In collaboration with…  

Nebraska Department of Education, Office of Special Education; Educational Service Unit #4:  

Nebraska Center for the Education of Children who are Blind or Visually Impaired, and the 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

 

Registration for the Nebraska Deaf-Blind Summer Institute 
Focusing on Children with Significant Disabilities, including those with or without Sensory Disabilities 

 

July 18-21, 2016  
8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln (East Campus) 
 

Active Learning: Promoting Independence and Skill Development in Children 
with Multiple Special Needs Including Deaf-Blindness 

 

July 18-19 (Monday-Tuesday) 

Given the opportunity, any child can learn!  Active Learning, an innovative approach developed by Dr. Lilli 

Nielsen, focuses on establishing motivating learning environments for children with multiple special needs.  

Join Ms. Patricia Obrzut, M.S., O.T.R/L., as she provides you with this fresh and pioneering approach.  Learn 

how to increase functional independence and developmental skills while reducing stereotypical, self-injurious 

or aggressive behaviors.  This exciting conference will feature lecture, video and demonstrations.  Active 

Learning equipment and materials will be on display throughout this conference. 

Individuals with multiple disabilities (cerebral palsy, visual impairment, cognitive impairment, autism, hearing 

impairment, etc.) are at great risk from developing reliance on others to interact with the world around 

them.  Active Learning recognizes that every child/adult with special needs is unique.  The programming and 

intervention for facilitating learning must reflect this individuality. Active Learning emphasizes creating a 

developmentally appropriate and enriched environment so that children and adults with multiple special needs 

become active learners.  This conference will help professionals and parents understand the theories of Active 

Learning, to facilitate simple ways to change the environment, and to create programming that fosters 

independent and appropriate developmental learning.  

Presenter:  Patricia Obrzut 

Patricia is the Assistant Director of Penrickton Center for Blind Children, a private, non-profit organization 

serving blind, special needs children ages 1-12 years.  Located in Taylor, Michigan, Penrickton Center offers 

residential, daycare, and consultative programs at no charge to families.  Ms. Obrzut has a Master’s Degree in 

Occupational Therapy and received the permission of Dr. Lilli Nielsen in 2002 to provide Active Learning 

educational trainings. She is considered an expert in the use Active Learning strategies, equipment, techniques, 

assessment tool and curriculum, implementing programming for special needs children since 1992. 
 

Why Would My Child Do That?   
Understanding Behavior as Communication 

 

July 20-21 (Wednesday-Thursday) 

Children who are deafblind may engage in many behaviors; some just odd, others more concerning. The initial 

reaction of family and professionals is often to figure out how to get rid of the behavior. This workshop is about 

understanding the behavior first. When behavior is understood it tends to make sense. Behavior has value 

because it is communicating something to us about what is going on with the child. Understanding behavior and 

its message can be challenging. This workshop will review strategies for understanding behavior as 

communication, as well as possible interventions once the behavior is understood. 



Presenter:  Tim Hartshorne, PhD  
Tim Hartshorne is a professor of psychology, specialized in school psychology, at Central Michigan University.  

His doctoral degree is from the University of Texas at Austin.  He is the grant holder for DeafBlind Central:  

Michigan’s Training and Resource Project, which provides support to children who are deafbind in Michigan.  

Much of his work is influenced and motivated by his son Jacob, who was born in 1989 with CHARGE 

syndrome.  Tim’s particular interests include understanding the challenging behavior exhibited by many 

individuals with deafblindness, CHARGE, and related syndromes, and also how severe disability impacts the 

family. He is the lead developer of a deafblind intervener training module on behavior for the National Center 

on Deaf-Blindness. He has been awarded the Star in CHARGE by the CHARGE Syndrome Foundation.  His 

research was recognized in 2009 with the Central Michigan University President’s Award for Outstanding 

Research. He is a frequent presenter on CHARGE and deafblindness. 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Participants of the Deaf-Blind Summer Institute may choose to apply for 2 graduate credit hours from the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln, with the understanding to complete required coursework.  There is limited college credit support. 

Additional information is found on the registration form.   

 

Register online:  www.nebraskadeafblindproject.org  OR  www.ncecbvi.org  under ‘Professional Development.’  If 

viewing this flyer online, you can also click on the following link to register now:  http://goo.gl/forms/vWJOF4STUR 

 

                  

Registration is DUE by:  May 30, 2016 THERE IS NO COST FOR REGISTRATION.   

Additional details will be emailed to participants. 

 

Questions?    
Teresa Coonts, Project Director     Tanya Hilligoss, Project Coordinator 

402-595-1810       402-873-5513 

teresa.coonts@nebraska.gov      thilligoss@esu4.net  

http://goo.gl/forms/vWJOF4STUR
mailto:teresa.coonts@nebraska.gov
mailto:thilligoss@esu4.net

